
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABI HOSTS GLOBAL PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT SEMINAR 
 

  

 

12th July 2008 
One of the world’s leading financial managers, Mr Eric Guichard, was in Antigua last week advising 
financial institutions on how to avoid economic meltdowns similar to the one presently haunting the U.S. 
economy. Guichard, who is Chief Investment Officer of the Washington based financial group, Gravitas 
Capital Advisors, encouraged regional bankers to be vigilant, innovative and creative in their approach to 
money management. He facilitated a special seminar on Global Portfolio Management hosted by ABI 
Bank Ltd. at their Redcliffe Street offices in St. John’s. It was attended by twenty-five bankers and 
executives from local financial institutions.  
 
Guichard’s comments in part echoed opening remarks made by ABI Bank Ltd’s Country Manager, Mr. 
Everett Christian, “We recognise the importance of developing human capital. That is why we are happy 
to host this seminar today. If we in the Caribbean are to remain competitive and relevant, then we must be 
prepared to compete regionally and internationally. Too often our people appear to be apologetic about 
increasing their wealth. We are hoping that following this seminar we witness a paradigm shift in the way 
wealth creation is perceived. There is absolutely nothing wrong with becoming wealthy, provided you 
generate it from legitimate business activity.” 
 
The seminar was an all day affair and focussed on three areas:  

������������� �
� 	
����
����
�

�
��
 �



i. The U.S. sub-prime crisis 
ii. Risk and Portfolio Management, and 
iii.  New Product Development 

 
Mr. Guichard, who donated his time free for the seminar, is a former Investment Officer of the World 
Bank Treasury Department, where he managed a portfolio of US$8 billion in multi-currency liquidity.  
He also managed the Department’s Financial Technical Assistance activities, serving 72 sovereign and 
multilateral institutions worldwide including the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, Caribbean 
Development Bank, Central Bank of Barbados and the National Insurance Scheme of Trinidad & 
Tobago. His present organisation, Gravitas, advises governments and institutions globally on how to 
manage large assets. He was born in Africa and speaks several languages.   
 
The seminar was co-ordinated by Dr. Valda Henry and her company VF Incorporated which is based in 
Dominica. Similar sessions will be held in eight other Caribbean islands. 
   
  
�

���������
�

�

 

PHOTO CAPTIONS: 

PHOTO 1: 

A FINANCIAL TRIO – Chief Investment Officer, Gravitas Capital Advisors, Mr. Eric Guichard, (L) 
stands with Managing Director, VF Incorporated, Valda Henry and Country Manager, ABI Bank Ltd, Mr. 
Everett Christian (R) just before they all made presentations at a seminar on Global Portfolio 
Management hosted at ABIB’s Redcliffe Street headquarters in St. John’s last week. 

PHOTO 2:  

THAD’S RIGHT! - Chief Investment Officer, Gravitas Capital Advisors, Mr. Eric Guichard, (L) 
congratulates ABI Financial Group’s Thad Wharton at the end of a seminar on Global Portfolio 
Management hosted at ABIB’s Redcliffe Street headquarters in St. John’s last week. Country Manager, 
ABI Bank Ltd, Everett Christian (R) looks on. 

PHOTO 3: 

GRAVITAS! - Chief Investment Officer, Gravitas Capital Advisors, Mr. Eric Guichard makes a point 
during a seminar on Global Portfolio Management hosted at ABIB’s Redcliffe Street headquarters in St. 
John’s last week. Mr. Guichard was the main speaker at the event which was attended by bankers and 
executives from local financial institutions. 
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Wayne Bowen 
Media Coordinator 
ABI Financial Group 
P.O. Box 1679 
St. John's, Antigua 
Tel: 268-480-6466 
Cell: 268-723-6244 
Fax: 268-480-2746 
email: wbowen@abifinancial.com 
www.abifinancial.com 
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